
At Paws With A Cause®, we believe Assistance Dogs have the 

power to transform the lives of those living with disabilities. 

A PAWS® Dog acts as a client’s constant companion, breaks 

down barriers and enhances their confidence, independence 

and quality of life.

Thanks to you, and other friends like you, last year we served 

hundreds of clients across the country. But many more are 

still waiting for our help. Look inside to learn more about 

the results of our work in 2014 and the steps we’re taking to 

strengthen our future capacity so we can match even more 

people with custom-trained Assistance Dogs.



Libby Child, Board Chair Michael D. Sapp, Sr., CEO

Thank you so much for your support of Paws With A Cause in 2014! We are 
pleased to share with you the impact of the work we’ve done over the last year.  
All of our program accomplishments are the result of your dedication and  
generosity. We’re grateful.

2014 marked our 35th year of training and placing Assistance Dogs with people 
who need them – more than 2,600 teams in all so far, and we’re not done yet!

Today, we have more than 400 active teams in 36 states across the country.  
Yet we know there are hundreds more who would like a PAWS Dog of their own, 
and we’re challenged to meet their needs as well.

That’s why we’re investing in the talent and infrastructure to expand our capacity 
to serve even more people with disabilities nationwide. Thank you for your  
investment in us. You make a real difference in our clients’ lives. You make our  
work possible.

Best regards,

35 YEARS. 2,600+ TEAMS.
YOU MAKE IT POSSIBLE 
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We gave 395  
presentations to 
30,315 people
across the country 

We served  

429  
PAWS TEAMS 
in 28 states 

81¢ of every dollar 
donated supported our 
MISSIOn WORK  



2,276  
Applications for Assistance 
Dogs were requested

PAWS Dog Volunteers  
devoted more than   

1.7 MILLIOn   
hours to PAWS Puppies
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PAWS’ first clients weren’t clients at all: Marty and Dianne just asked their 
friend Mike for help training their personal dog, CRYSTAL, to be a Hearing 
Dog. Marty and Dianne are both deaf, and they wanted CRYSTAL to alert them 
to common sounds like someone knocking on their door, or to their young 
child’s cries.

Mike wasn’t sure he could do what they’d asked, but agreed to try. He knew 
he’d succeeded when he visited Marty and Dianne’s for a training session and 
found their living room full of other couples who were hearing impaired and 
who wanted him to train Hearing Dogs for them, too.

 And Ears for the Deaf® – later Paws With A Cause – was born.

 The difference having CRYSTAL trained as a Hearing Dog made in Marty and 
Dianne’s life was enormous. “We had a sense of security. We no longer had to 
look out the window every five minutes to see if someone was there—Marty 
was always checking outside before we had a dog,” says Dianne.

They quickly learned, however, that working with an Assistance Dog is a two-
way relationship. “You have to respect the dog; they’re not robots! You have to 
work with the dog; you, the person, are going to also have to be trained,” says 
Dianne. “It’s not all about the dog—it’s about a partnership between human 
and dog.”

When CRYSTAL retired, BLAKE, a Golden Retriever Marty and Dianne had 
raised from the first litter of PAWS-bred puppies, became their Successor 
Dog. “Blake almost had two personalities — one with his pack on and one with 
his pack off,” recalls Marty. “With the pack off, he would meet people and be 
friendly and just be a plain dog. As soon as that pack went on, he was all busi-
ness. He wouldn’t go up to strangers; he stuck to us like glue.”

Ultimately, Marty and Dianne opted against applying for another Successor 
Dog after BLAKE crossed the rainbow bridge in 2002. But they’ve continued 
to stay involved at PAWS, as volunteers and as donors, too. When they think 
about PAWS marking its 35th anniversary, they feel very proud of the growth 
they’ve seen in the organization. “It means a great deal to us that this all 
started from one dog. We are always talking about PAWS!” says Marty.

In 35 years of training and placing Assistance Dogs with people who need 
them, many things have changed. But others – like the fact that when you’re a 
part of Team PAWS, you’re a part of a family – will always be the same. We’re 
grateful to Marty and Dianne and CRYSTAL , to our founders Mike and Candye 
who just wanted to help their friends, and to you, who continue to invest in 
and make our work possible.

42 Breeding Dogs  
produced

116 PUPPIES

“WE HAD  
  A SEnSE OF  
  SECURITY.” CRYSTAL



28 PUPPIES
and 5 dogs were acquired 
from shelters or donations
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We have  

9,600  
CURREnT DOnORS  
located in 50 states

47 OF THE DOgS 
released from  
training were sent to: 

“WHEn ROCKY’S CAPE IS OFF, 
  HE’S A REgULAR DOg.  
  BUT WHEn HIS CAPE IS On, 
  HE’S A SUPERHERO!”



If you would like to learn more about PAWS’ annual finances, 

please visit pawswithacause.org/financials or call 800-253-7297 

to request our detailed financial statement, 990 form or audited 

financial statement.

REVENUES 2014 2013

Contributions   $  871,058       1,195,029    

Events  30,680         77,678  

Program Service Fees           

Donor Restricted Funds  1,937         91,507 

General Contributions 903,675          1,364,214   

Local United Way Designations   697,159         556,157   

Federal/State Combined Campaigns   149,398         215,917 

Workplace Campaigns 846,557        772,074  

Planned Giving 580,114       740,169

Foundation Grants 271,423            287,781   

In KindContributions 481,575        366,782

Investment/Gain/(Loss) Sale of Stocks   116,248           320,665   

Miscellaneous Revenue   175,232          45,006   

Endowment Revenue   9,810            12,210 

Miscellaneous Revenue  301,290           377,881  

ToTal REVENUE   $3,384,634      3,908,901   

EXPENSES 2014 2013

Program Expenses   $  2,821,041      2,556,916 

Education & Advocacy 223,379      251,905 

Administration Costs 432,841       357,531   

Fundraising Costs 291,581        284,878  

ToTal EXPENSES    3,768,842        3,451,230   

ChaNGE IN FUNd BalaNCE    $        (384,208)

ENdING NET aSSETS $   7,115,474              

2014 FInAnCIAL STATEMEnT



2014 BOARD 
EXECUTIVE CoMMITTEE
Libby Child, Board Chair
Douglas J. Dok, Jr., Esq., Vice Chair
David Christensen, Secretary
James Nichols, Treasurer
James Hesseman, Board Member at Large 
Frank Jeffreys, Board Member at Large 

FUll BoaRd MEMBERS
Charles Archie, Jr.
Nancy Cluley
Carol Danhof
Nidal Kanaan
Judye Reed
Faye Richardson Green
Michael Slack
Melanie Yanchuk

OUR MISSIOn 
Paws With A Cause® enhances the  

independence and quality of life for  

people with disabilities nationally  

through custom-trained Assistance Dogs.

PAWS® increases awareness of the  

rights and roles of Assistance Dog  

Teams through education and advocacy.

Paws With a Cause® 
4646 South Division
Wayland, MI  49348 
800-253-7297  
pawswithacause.org

Paws With a Cause

@pawswithacause

Paws With a Cause

pawswithacause

Paws With a Cause

CHAngIng

TOgETHER
LIVES


