Country music star Trace Adkins hosts Great American
Heroes, a television show celebrating ordinary people
who accomplish extraordinary things. In July, Trace
and the show’s production crew spent three days
filming at PAWS for a segment featuring CEO Mike Sapp.
The episode premieres on the Great American Country
Network on Wednesday, November 14 at 8 p.m.
Check your local listings for station information.

Al stands by a plaque honoring his gift made in memory of his wife, Elou.

LEAVING A LEGACY
A

l and Elou were both single
and in their forties when their
mothers introduced them. The
quiet and composed Elou immediately
caught Al’s eye. “She was a nice,
responsible lady,” Al recalled with a
soft smile. So it was no surprise when
the two of them married.

The new couple shared the next 23
years of their lives together. They took
care of their parents and each other.
That care never faltered, even as Al
nursed Elou through pancreatic cancer
until she lost the battle in May 2009.
Today, Al admits he isn’t sure when his
wife began donating to Paws With A
Cause, but he jokes that Elou was
“giving behind my back for years.” He
only learned of her commitment when
she asked for any memorial donations
after her passing to be split between
PAWS and Leader Dogs for the Blind.
Even though Elou’s gone, Al continues
giving to PAWS. He explains that it’s
important to him to do because it was
important to his wife. He added, “I took
care of her in life and I want to be sure
to take care of her in afterlife too.”

PLANNED GIVING FULFILLS AL’S
DUTY TO ELOU AND ENSURES A
LASTING LEGACY
If you wander the halls of PAWS’
Headquarters, you’ll see evidence of
Al’s caring nature in the form of
plaques recognizing donations he
made in Elou’s memory. To continue
honoring her legacy, Al named PAWS
as a beneficiary of his estate. He
explains that from his perspective,
the planned gift just makes sense –
it fulfills his duty to Elou and ensures
a lasting legacy. It also satisfies his
desire to take care of others,
something that has characterized
Al’s life and a challenge he hopes
others will carry on.
He says, “I just hope the funds will
help the staff at PAWS. You have some
wonderful people doing good work.
I want to help make sure it lasts.”
PAWS is tremendously grateful to Al
and Elou for their generosity. It will
surely have an impact here for years
to come.

IN LOVING
MEMORY
I

t’s hard to overstate the effect
planned gifts and bequests can have
on an organization’s work. Whether
used to fund operating costs, launch a
capital project, or build an endowment,
such support helps fuel success.
We know this well at Paws With A
Cause. Though they most often arrive
unexpectedly, and in a variety of shapes
and sizes, we owe a considerable debt
of gratitude to the friends who have
remembered PAWS with legacy gifts.
This year, PAWS has received nearly
$1.49 million in bequests ranging from
about $2,500 to $1,000,000 from
eleven estates.
We thank these kind individuals and
their families for their forethought
and commitment to PAWS’ mission.
These once in a lifetime contributions
will help PAWS provide lifetimes of
independence to countless people with
disabilities through custom-trained
Assistance Dogs.
If you’d like more information about
planned giving, please contact us:
Joe Dulin, Director of Advancement
Phone: 800-253-7297
Email: jdulin@pawswithacause.org

Paws With A Cause® | www.pawswithacause.org | 800-253-7297 | 4646 South Division, Wayland, MI 49348

We invite PAWS friends in the Grand Rapids area to
join us at Celebration! Cinema North on November 14
to view the live stream of the show for free.
Please contact Samantha Leonard to RSVP
Phone: 800-253-7297
Email: sleonard@pawswithacause.org
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Hearing Dog Pippen alerts Jessica to a ringing phone
by pawing her legs. Jessica responds by signing, “What?”
and Pippen directs her to the source of the sound.

YOU
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PAWS FACTS

efore receiving her
Assistance Dog Pippen, Jessica
was an anxious wife and mother
of two. Hearing loss affected her
life and the lives of those she loved most
in more ways than she cared to admit.
Always on alert, Jessica found it difficult
to relax in her own home. Phone calls,
doorbells, and alarms would go unheard.
Dinners would burn beyond recognition.
The fear of a house fire led to sleepless
nights.

OPEN

DASHER is a miracle and we
are grateful to PAWS for all
they do for so many in need
of an Assistance Dog.

Jessica was born with Pendred
syndrome, a genetic condition causing
severe hearing loss. Due to her
exceptional lip-reading ability, Jessica
was four before she was diagnosed.
After receiving her first hearing aid,
she recalls her mother becoming very
emotional. Jessica told her, “Don’t cry,
Mom. I can hear you now!” However,
even with the hearing aid, Jessica still
had a profound hearing impairment.
In spite of her hearing loss, Jessica has
lived life to the fullest. She earned a
degree in Photography at Lansing
Community College, and traveled to
Copenhagen, Denmark, where she lived
for several years with her husband.
She now owns her own photography
business. When you consider her
accomplishments, it’s easy to overlook
the daily challenges she faced as a result
of her hearing loss.
Jessica had been familiar with Paws
With A Cause® since childhood and
decided to apply for a Hearing Dog.
She admits she didn’t realize
how comprehensive the
program was until training
began. “It was amazing to see
how much truly goes into
training these dogs and how
much thought is put into
picking the perfect dog for
each recipient,” said Jessica.
“I honestly went home and
cried with appreciation.”

Skilled ears: Pippen is trained
to discern different sounds
and alert Jessica to their sources.

Thank yo u

Many of PAWS’ Hearing Dogs are
trained with American Sign Language

God Bless you all,
Debbie O. and family

Currently, 92¢ of every dollar raised
supports PAWS’ programs and services

Service Dog DASHER
and Ramon

PIPPEN hears Jessica’s morning alarm and nudges her awake.

Before Pippen, Jessica’s fear
of a house fire caused HER
sleepless nights.
Throughout the training process,
Jessica was also impressed by how
much work went into training not
only the dogs, but training the clients.
She spent an intensive week at PAWS
learning how to work and bond with
her dog. She added, “PAWS® goes to
a lot of trouble to make sure that we
are educated on how to continue
training our dogs.”
Jessica referred to Hearing Dog
PIPPEN, a male Papillon, as “8½ pounds
of pure gold.” With his ears, Jessica can
answer the phone, wake up on time,
and cook delicious dinners. She is able
to nap with her 2½-year-old at home
without worrying that the house will

burn down. “Just being able to relax is
a huge deal,” she confessed.

Since January, PAWS placed
57 dogs in 18 states

With Pippen and the assistance of
PAWS’ staff, Jessica has grown more
confident. “It makes me feel powerful
when I go out knowing the rights of
those with Assistance Dogs are being
advocated for and that if we ever run
into trouble, they are there for us,”
Jessica remarked.

YOU OPEN DOORS
“How will my gift to Paws With A Cause
make a difference?” The answer can be
found in these pages. Jessica’s story
wouldn’t be possible without the
generosity and commitment of friends
like you.

As she learns more about PAWS,
Jessica feels a responsibility to educate
the community about Assistance Dogs
and brings Pippen with her to public
places just for that reason. She said,
“Nobody should ever be made to feel
they can’t bring their Assistance Dog
with them to a public place, so
education is key.”

Gifts to PAWS help open doors for
our clients – literally and figuratively –
through increased confidence, new
experiences and independence.

Jessica is “eternally grateful” to PAWS
and everyone who helped bring
Pippen into her life.
Pippen lets Jessica know that the
cake is ready to come out of the oven.

In the next few weeks, PAWS will be
sending our year-end appeal. The gifts
we receive in return will help open
doors of opportunity for clients who
are waiting for their Assistance Dogs.
We hope you’ll take the opportunity
to give and make a difference.
Thank you for your support!

Remembering Candye Sapp with the establishment of
the Candye Sapp Tribute Award in recognition of continued
commitment to supporting those with disabilities.

Thursday, November 29
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park
To RSVP or for sponsorship opportunities,
1000 East Beltline Ave. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 contact Samantha Leonard
Phone: 800-253-7297
Cocktails: 6 – 7 p.m.
Email: sleonard@pawswithacause.org
Dinner and program: 7 – 8:30 p.m.
Business Attire
Tickets: $125 each
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Country music star Trace Adkins hosts Great American
Heroes, a television show celebrating ordinary people
who accomplish extraordinary things. In July, Trace
and the show’s production crew spent three days
filming at PAWS for a segment featuring CEO Mike Sapp.
The episode premieres on the Great American Country
Network on Wednesday, November 14 at 8 p.m.
Check your local listings for station information.

Al stands by a plaque honoring his gift made in memory of his wife, Elou.

LEAVING A LEGACY
A

l and Elou were both single
and in their forties when their
mothers introduced them. The
quiet and composed Elou immediately
caught Al’s eye. “She was a nice,
responsible lady,” Al recalled with a
soft smile. So it was no surprise when
the two of them married.

The new couple shared the next 23
years of their lives together. They took
care of their parents and each other.
That care never faltered, even as Al
nursed Elou through pancreatic cancer
until she lost the battle in May 2009.
Today, Al admits he isn’t sure when his
wife began donating to Paws With A
Cause, but he jokes that Elou was
“giving behind my back for years.” He
only learned of her commitment when
she asked for any memorial donations
after her passing to be split between
PAWS and Leader Dogs for the Blind.
Even though Elou’s gone, Al continues
giving to PAWS. He explains that it’s
important to him to do because it was
important to his wife. He added, “I took
care of her in life and I want to be sure
to take care of her in afterlife too.”

PLANNED GIVING FULFILLS AL’S
DUTY TO ELOU AND ENSURES A
LASTING LEGACY
If you wander the halls of PAWS’
Headquarters, you’ll see evidence of
Al’s caring nature in the form of
plaques recognizing donations he
made in Elou’s memory. To continue
honoring her legacy, Al named PAWS
as a beneficiary of his estate. He
explains that from his perspective,
the planned gift just makes sense –
it fulfills his duty to Elou and ensures
a lasting legacy. It also satisfies his
desire to take care of others,
something that has characterized
Al’s life and a challenge he hopes
others will carry on.
He says, “I just hope the funds will
help the staff at PAWS. You have some
wonderful people doing good work.
I want to help make sure it lasts.”
PAWS is tremendously grateful to Al
and Elou for their generosity. It will
surely have an impact here for years
to come.

IN LOVING
MEMORY
I

t’s hard to overstate the effect
planned gifts and bequests can have
on an organization’s work. Whether
used to fund operating costs, launch a
capital project, or build an endowment,
such support helps fuel success.
We know this well at Paws With A
Cause. Though they most often arrive
unexpectedly, and in a variety of shapes
and sizes, we owe a considerable debt
of gratitude to the friends who have
remembered PAWS with legacy gifts.
This year, PAWS has received nearly
$1.49 million in bequests ranging from
about $2,500 to $1,000,000 from
eleven estates.
We thank these kind individuals and
their families for their forethought
and commitment to PAWS’ mission.
These once in a lifetime contributions
will help PAWS provide lifetimes of
independence to countless people with
disabilities through custom-trained
Assistance Dogs.
If you’d like more information about
planned giving, please contact us:
Joe Dulin, Director of Advancement
Phone: 800-253-7297
Email: jdulin@pawswithacause.org

Paws With A Cause® | www.pawswithacause.org | 800-253-7297 | 4646 South Division, Wayland, MI 49348

We invite PAWS friends in the Grand Rapids area to
join us at Celebration! Cinema North on November 14
to view the live stream of the show for free.
Please contact Samantha Leonard to RSVP
Phone: 800-253-7297
Email: sleonard@pawswithacause.org
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Hearing Dog Pippen alerts Jessica to a ringing phone
by pawing her legs. Jessica responds by signing, “What?”
and Pippen directs her to the source of the sound.
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Hearing Dog Pippen alerts Jessica to a ringing phone
by pawing her legs. Jessica responds by signing, “What?”
and Pippen directs her to the source of the sound.

